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Mrs. E. D, Smith, president of
thoe first Women's Institute

the world’s
first WI was -formed at Stoney
Creck, Founder of this {lrst In-
stitute was Adclaide Hunter
Hoodicas, a native of Brant
County.

Mrs. Hoodless was one of 13
children of Mr. and Mrs. David
Hunter. Her brothers wcre uni-
vergsity men and she grew up-in
a home of culture and ‘uncom-
promising Presbyterian ethics.

loss of her first child, whose
death at 18 rnonths wax attriblited
to lack of knowledge with re-
gard to proper Infant feeding, wasl
a dominant factor in Mrs. Hood-|
leas’ desire to bring within reach
of all, the educatlon necessarv tof
prevent such tragedles. She ap-
proached the department of edu-|

cation urging that the rudiments

public schools. But she received
no ¢ncouragement.

Her first forward step camé
|when Erland Lee asked her o
address a1 meeting of the Farm-'
ers’ Institute at Stoney Creel
There she discussed the value otI
domestic asclence and sewing in-
struetion in public schools and,
finding women interested, »ug-
geated the formation of' an or-
ganization for women along these
lines.

The outcome was the organi-
zation meeting of the Stoney,
Creek Women's Institute on Feb-
Tuary 19, 1857,

In 1899 Mrs. Hoodless suggested
that the WT's ask the Government
to provide for the acientific edu-
cation of women by establishing
A women's department at the
OAC, Guelph. She approached Sir
William Macdonald of Montreal,
\and ke was 50 interesied that he
contributed $200,000 for the build-
ing at Guelph now nown as
Macdonald Institute.

The now famillar motto, “For
{Home and Country" was adopted
in 1902, through the suggestion of
Mrs. Laura Rose Stephens, first
Government lecturer. Mrs. Hood-
less was convener of the com-
‘mittee to discuss the matter and

of homemaking be taught in tha,

FEBRUARY 19,1297

Some lomous foces from [he pioneer days

of the Women’s Institutes oppear on this

page. Above s Adeloide Hoodless, the

beavtifvl and dedicated founder of the first
Women's Institute

the next Year the emblematic pin
was selected. It was designed fromy
a signet ring worn by Mrs. Ste-
phens and bore the motto and the
letter OWI (Ontario Women's In-'
stitutes).

Since those early days the WI
bhas become a world-wide organi-
ration — a fitting tribute to =
woman whoSe main egncern was
to find a better way of lifa for
her eounirywomen.

Miss M. Nash, first sacreiory
of Stoney Creek Institute.

Mus. . Il McNewry
the first Treasurer of the
Mother Institute Stoney Creek.

Mr. ond Mrs. Erlond Lee. MHe in-
vited Mrs. Moodless to speak to
the women of Soitflect Township.
As o resull they organized the
Stoncy Crcek Institute,  Mrs, lee
was s second president




