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of S fancy Cr es. Institute. 

the worlds 
-'_,,JT first WI was formed at Stoney ) 

Creek Founder of this first In- 
stitute war, Adelaide Hunter 
Hoodless, a nativ, of Brent 
County. 

Mrs. Hoodless was one of 13 
children of Mr. and Mrs. David 
Hunter. Her brothers were uni- 
versity men and she grew up in _______________ 
a home of culture and uncom- 
promising Presbyterian ethics. 

Loss of her first child, whose 
death at 18 months was attributed 
to lack of knowledge with re- 
gard to proper infant feeding, was _________ 
a dominant factor in Mrs. Hood- ________ 
less' desire to bring within reach _________ 
of all, the education necessary to _________ 
prevent such tragedies. She ap- 
proached the department of edu- 
cation urging that the rudiments 
of homemaking be taught in the 
public schools. But she received 
no encouragement. 

Her first forwnrd step came 
when Erland Lee asked her to 
address a meeting of the Farm- 
ers' Institute at Stoney Creek. 
There she dismissed the value of 
domestic science and sewIng In- 
struetiori in public schools and, 
finding women interested, sug- 
gested the formation of an or- 
ganizatlon for women along these! 
lines. 

The outcome was the organi- 
zation meeting of the Stoney 
Creek Women's Institute on Feb-I 
ruary 19, 1897. 

Xc 1899 Mrs. Hoodless suggested 
that the Wrs ask the Government 
to provide for the sciexitific edu- 
cation of women by establishing 
a women's department at the 
OAC, Gueiph. She approached Slr 
William Macdonald of Montreal, the next year the emblematic pin 
end he was o interested that he' was selected. It was designed from 
contributed $200,000 for the build-ia signet ring worn by Mrs. Ste- 
ing at Guelph now known as!phen, and bore the motto and the 
Macdonald Institute, letter OWl (Ontario Women', la- 

The now familiar motto "T45orstitutes). 
Home and Country" was adopted Since those early days the WI 
in 1902, through the suggestion of has become a world-wide organi- 
Mrs. Laura Rose Stephens. first zatlon - a fitting tribute to a 
Government lecturer. Mrs. Hood- woman whose main concern was 
less was convener of the corn- to find a better way of lit, for 
snittee to discuss the matter and her countrywomen, 
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Mr. and Mn. Erland Lee. He in- 
vited Mrs. Hoodless to speak to 
lire women of SoIlfieet Townstüp. 
As a resell they organized the 
Stoney Creek Institute. Mrs. ter 

was its second president . 

Some famous fares tron the porteer days 
of the Women's Institutes appear on this 
page. Above is Adelaide Hooth.ss, the 
beauiif vi and dedicated founds, of the Rest 

Women'. ln,situte 

Mr., F. D. Smith, president of 
the first Women's Institute 
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