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Charles J. Gilby, Residefft™™
Of Holland Tp. Since ‘86,
ﬂ?g"j;,, Travelled on 4 Continents

Now in 85th Ycar, He Received Most of His Educafion ip

Constantinople, Mow Istanbul—Father Was Shipbuilder |

Chas. J. Gilby, a farmer-resident
of Holland Township. since 1886,
lived for six years in Constantinople,
Turkey, and travelled on four cons
tirents during Lis boyheood. He re-
celved 'most of his education In
Constantinople, then called Istanbui
and sometimes wishes he had re-
mained there in what he terms “the
most beautiful climate in the world".

Mr. Gilby is now Iin his 85th year,
He lived for six years in Brant

Visited Many Lands

]

' CHAS. J. GILBY,

| former residen: of Holand Town-
ship who travelled four contineuts
during his boyhood days.

Township near Hanover, just after
his father brought him and his
motner and sister to this country
from Engiand in 1B79. They first
settled near Chatsworth in Holland
Township but moved the same year
io Brant, where they farmed for
‘sixty years. Then in 1886 the whole
family went back to Holland and
have remained there since:

Born in London

Mr. Gloy was born in 13863 in
the East End, London, England. His
father, Moses GCiiby, was a ship-
builder and shortly afier his son’s
birth went to Turkey under a three-
year contract with the Turkish gov-
ernment to bulld ships and teach
the Turkish natives how to con-
struet them. Turkey was then the
the Otteman Empire and included
far more terribary than it does to-
day.

At the end of contract's thres
Year tetm Mr. Gilby's father agreed
to remain at the work for another
term, and brought his wife and two
children to Constantinople in 1870.

Moslem Orient, the anpient walls
of old Istanbul, and 4he atmosphere
nf the Near East became very fami-
liar to Mr. Gilby as he grew from

celved his education there. He still
remembers them with great pleas-
are.
Loveliest Climate in World

Turkey, he says, has the loveliest
climate iy the world, the most beau-
tiful vomen In the world, and is the
“most hatless country in the world.”
A fez was the only common head-
gear he saw worn in Turkey, accord-
ing to Mr. Gilby., He adds toa that
he believes the reason no natign has
inveded Turkey !s that the whole
Moslem world stands behind the
Turks.

When the Turko-Russian watr he-

childhoed to his early teens and re--

vislted in Liston, Partugal, Glbral-
tar, Measina, Sicily, Smyrs, Malta
tar, Messina, Siclly, Smyrna, Malta

two shots veing fired across the bow
of the Russian ship 1n which they
were making the vovage home.
Mr, Gilby was wearing a Turkisi
fez as e walked on deck when the
| ship reached the straits, and the

Turks seemed to arouse the suspl-
cion of the British troops stationed
at Gibraltar. especially at that time
and two cannot shols were fired
across the bow to halt the ship. The
shots skipped over the surface of the
straits as the shin came to a halt
It remalied in Gibrallar for two
days while an investigation was
made by the Brijish authorities.

Alsg on the voyage back to Eng-
land Ar. Gilby's ship took fire in
the eugine room while sailing
through the Aegean Ssa. The fire
started at two o’clock one morning
and hlazed for two hours before
the crew managed to extinguish it.

Farmer Over 60 Years

Since coming to this country and
settling dowr on his fathers farm
in Holland ar a farmer for over G0
years, Mr. Gilby has twice married.
He has one sofl and one daughter
by the second marriage, and hoth
children, Mrs €, Weeden and Jack
Gllby, are living now in Holland
Township. Jack on the home farm.

Mr, Gilby's first wifc was the for-
mer Agnes Ritz,
|meny who came fo this country as
|a voung girl. They were married in
1885 bhut rhe died three years later,
In 18201 Mr. Glby was married tha
second time, to Letitia Galbraith, a

i

The mosques and minanets of the

gan to shape up In 1876 the family |

moved back to London., England,
where they lived for two years Im
Hammersmiih, London’s west End.
The Turkizh war with Russia began
in 1877 and the family came to
Canada two vyears later.
Turkish ez Drew 8hots

During his trip to Constantinople
and then on the trip home again
Mr. Giby and his mother and sister

tar he was personally the cause of |
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Holland School Secretary
Tenders Resignation After
Nearly 50 Years of Service

Charles J. Gilby, Secrctary of 5.5. No, 1, Holland, Lays Down
His Pen—NMative of Londen, England, He Was Educated
in Turkey—Has Been Successful Farmer in Canada

idea of a Russian ship loaded with |

a mative of Ger-

)girl born and brought uy in Ho]lam:i3

CHATSWORTH, May 1 — After
‘serving ‘his community as secretary
Treasurer of the School Section No-
1, Hollangd township, for alomst 50
years, Charles J. Gilby has gecided
to enjoy a well-earned rest and re-
cently tendered his resignation to
the Board. Hls resignation was
accepted, and -the new Secretary
Mrs. Cecll Weeden, who s the
daughter of Mr. Gilby, who was
raised in the school section and re-
ceived her primary education in the
school for which her father was
Secretary. :

In a 50 vear period there have in
the natural course of rvents bheen
many changes, and like¢ many other
se¢tions, there has been a steady
drop in the attendance. The at-
tendance at the school af the tine
of Mr. Gilby's appointment mimber-
ed 40 and 45, and some years later
reached 60, whereas tcday there are
only three pupils in the schiool. - The
salaries of the teachers varied from
a low of 5250 to a high of 51,000 a
year, which was pald in 1323. The
present salary is $900. The trust
ees in 1893 were James CGalbraith,
John €. Baird and George Heolland,
all deceased. The present tiustees

are Robert J. Hogg, chairman: Ches- | School,

ter Jackson and Bruce Elder.

It is rather interseting to note
that the first teacher, Robert Baird
durinrg Mr. Gilby's years of service
received a salary of $230 a yecar and
Jn additton ot his teaching duties lit
the fires in the school. The first
carelaker, the late Robert Hogg. was
appointed in 1901 at a salary of 3575
for the sction] year.
his fi J‘

Thomas Gordon, who was district
inspector at that time. 1893-1894. and
for seme years Subseguenily., He
worked under five inspectors since
taking the position, Namely: Thos.
Gordon, H. H. Burgess, J. J. Wilson,
S. A. Morrison fnd L. L. Sinclair,
who Is the present inspector. There
| were 37 teachers in the schwol dur-
ing his pericd of office.

When Mr. Gilby took office he was
paid the munificent salary of $4.00
per vear. He eompiled and pub-
lished theh first log and history of
the Public Schools in this part of
Grey County for 3. S. No- 1, Holland,
at the request of the Inspector S. A,
Morriscn.

Mr. Gllby, whe still enjoys excel-
lent health in his 3lst year, retains
all his facultles, with the exception
of a little deafness, in a rather re-
enarkable degree. He is right up
to date on what is going around his
own Tommmity and the world at
large, and ‘thorouglily enjoys life.

He has enjoyed a rather diversi-
fied career. Born in the east end
of London, Engfand, in February.

Mr. Gilby sent |
:‘mort__}g ti.c late] has the unlque distinctlon of being

1863, he went to Turkey with hls
pareats at the age of 8§ years,
he received most of his education

at the Haskor Mechanles' Instibute | the study of architecture acd will
He kncws Constantinople ! leave many school houses, churches

from the Black 8sg to the Golden
Horn like an open book, especialy
Pera, Galata. and Istamboul-Stam-
oul, as the Turks ¢all it. He has
set‘.‘nis beet in fouf of the continents,
Eugbps, Alsa, Africa and North Am-
erica, having vlsltef‘i Stamboul,
Smyrna, Scutari. Alexandria, Malta,
Messina, Lisbon, and Gibralter. He

Here |

Secretlary Retlires

®
CHAS. J GILBY

who has tendered his resi¥nation as
Sectetary of S8. No. I Hollaan‘d
Township, a pogition he held for al-
most 50 years,

the cause of two shols heing fired
out of that famous rock.

Leaving Ceonstantinople at the
runors of the Russo-Turk war, 1876,
e returned to London and resided
in the West End, Hamune smith,
until he came to Canada In 1878-
Since that time he has been engagad
in farming and has pct been unsue-
cessful in that capacity.

Among other pursuits, he {ook up

and residences in the district as
monuments to his abliity along that
Hne. At one time he was looked
upch as one of the finest pentuen in |
Grey County-




