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SELL STORE—Mr. and Mrs. Ray West Owen Sound.. Theyv operated the store
have sold their general store at Big Bav and a post ofice for 23 vears,
and are vetiving to a farm at RR. 7, l?jo (Sun-Times Photo)

_Couple finishes 23 years
of business at Big Bay

post olfice will remain ¢losed “In wpte of ube weather and

“A lo} of tourists are upsel roads | only inissed delivering
about the loss of mail service| the mail a couple of days in
here,"" Mr. West staled. M. all those years'', Mr. West sad.
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Miss Domthe'\ Bumsledd in post ofllce

Ray and ‘Blanche Wesl spent
l2st Saturday éarinmg hello und
aoodbye 10 their customers for

£ the jast time. Mr. and Mrs.
Mr. West was borp in Kem-

Post office will end
89 years of service

the close of
" the East Linton Posl
office will end service after 89
yvears of operation,
ave their ad-
chapged to R.R

; Kemble and  receive mall
through (hat office.
Miss  Dorothea Bumstead,

who operales Larter's Grocery,
has been postmistress for the
pasl seven years. She sueceed-
ed her uncle, Percy Larter,
who was posimaster lor 28
VEArs.

The East Limon oflite [lirst
opened on Jupe 1, 1881 in &
log cabin abgut half a mbe
north of it present localion,
T he first postmaster wias Wil
liam Cowe who held the ap
poiniment for only five months.

In 196 George Saunders be-
came poslmaster and the olfice
was moved to his home. When
Pe¢rey Larter took over in 1935,
the oftice was moved for the
last lime into the prescnt
store which Joshua Larter. his

fath¥r, had purchased in 1911,
AL she prepared o shut
dowp tlid office, Miss Bum.

steag was still a little puzzied.
Il scemed strapnge, she saw, to
close the post olfice at a time
when East Linton is showing
signs of growth, She noled that
duving the past five vcars the
number of hemes in the area
has increased and there is ev-
ery sign this trend will con.
tinue,

But on Tuesady East Lmlon
will? join the hund‘re(ls”ot‘ shall
communities across  Canada
jwhiieh have lost post offices in
the cugrenl re-crgapizalion. -
the postal depariment.
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! West operated a general store

I and post office at Big Bay fov

1 Useopaft 23 years and Saturday

{ywas, lhe Jasi husiness day [ov

i Ihem,

! Retirement was something
Mz, Wesl locked forward to un.
tit he-was faced with it. Y1 am
‘eally ‘200  to miss a lot of
nice people,” he said.

“In 23 vears you come to
know 3 jot of people.” The
Wésb stare and home wie: the
£kntre of a lot of cargd games,
cups of tca and “aab fests".

Although the store willy Te-
open under new owners Gire

Wesl also had a mail route cov-
ering East Linton, Kemble and
North Keppel. The loss of ser-
vice will affect aboul 40 sub-
seribers and 100 tourists.

Pmlal,jer\fcg -had been pro-
vided to the' area since 1862.
“The first delivery was by a
mar who walked once a Jveek
[rom Owen Sound to Oxendon'
apd took a2 boal to Colpoys
Bay.” recalled Mr. West. The
service  became dailv  about
1900.

The post ol’ncc was i var
jous homes until M and Mrs.
Wesl took it over in [M6 in
theis store.
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bie and Mrs. Wesl is from Park-
head.

After serving in.the? Firet
World War, Mr.i. West sailed
for J0 seasons op the Great

Lakes as an oiler and firemaa.

ARer their ma:nago in 13t
the coupie lved in lomnto f
seéven years before goming
Big Bay

The store was robbed once
#bout 10 years ago by two nien.
‘One man held me and the
other took the money, but they
were caught the next day,”
said M, West

Over {he rvears they “hdlped
many viclims of the stormy
weither”. "The store was the
focal point of the commugiy,”
the couple said.

“At one Lime everything
canie ip by boat. There was a
grain elevator, sawmill and
drist mill. But, they are all-
gone now,” Mr. West said ®
“We still have boy scoul
camp herc,” he ‘added. The re-
Cently construcled government
bogt launching dock “atlracts &
number of tourists.



