
Author Title Vol. Pag
e 

Blurb 

Bigland-Witton, Susan James Leighton Wilson, Griersville 5 25 This article is about the life of James Leighton 
Wilson who settled in Griersville in1856. 

Bourdeau, Norma 
Blacke 

The Continuity of the Quest for 
Freedom: Enslaved Americans 
Crossing Borders to Claim the Elusive 
Inalienable Right 

1 7 In this article Bourdeau explores the reasons why 
many Freedom Seekers came to Canada through 
the Underground Railroad.  She also writes about 
their experience of racism upon settling in Ontario. 
  

Brooks, T.W. Slavery in Canada: From Olivier Le 
Jeune to John Baker – A Geographical 
Survey 

2 16 This article documents the ownership and sale of 
slaves in Canada by geographical region.   

Brooks, T.W. & 
Milligan, Edward 

Black Canadians Who Fought for the 
Freedom of Black Americans 

2 20 This article provides information on the Black 
Canadians who fought in the American Civil War. 

Brown, Lorraine Visitors Can Find Their Grey Roots 2 11 Brown provides information about an exhibit at 
Grey Roots Museum & Archives called “Do you 
have Grey Roots”.  The exhibit features a 
computer database in which visitors can see if 
their surnames match those of early Grey County 
residents. 

Burnett-Patzalek, 
Patricia 

Hugh Burnett – An Unsung Canadian 
Hero 

6 21 Burnett-Patzalek writes about her father Hugh 
Burnett and the creation of the “Fair 
Accommodation Practices Act”. 

Buxton, Judith Extending History at the South Grey 
Museum: A Case for Revitalizing a 
Community Museum 

3 15 Buxton writes about the efforts of the South Grey 
Museum in Flesherton to expand the History 
depicted in their museum. 

Cathcart, Ruth Broken Shackles – A Legacy of the 
Frost Family of Owen Sound 

5 7 This article introduces the Frost family of Owen 
Sound and John W. Frost’s book Broken Shackles 
– Old man Henson; from Slavery to Freedom. 

Cathcart, Ruth Frances (Molock) Harding: A Profile 5 23 Cathcart provides a short biography of Frances 
(Molock) Harding who was the granddaughter of 
escaped slaves. 



Cooper, Afua Ever True to the Cause of Freedom – 
Henry Bibb: Abolitionist and Black 
Freedom’s Champion, 1814-1854 

3 21 Cooper provides a biography of former slave and 
abolitionist Henry Bibb. 

Cooper-Wilson, Jane Bond of Blood – An Excerpt from Old 
Sunnidale Revisited 

5 31 Cooper-Wilson writes about the social interactions 
between Caucasian settlers and the African 
Canadian freedom seekers in Old Sunnidale 
Township. 

Cooper-Wilson, Jane By Any Means Necessary: The Silver 
Shoe Settlement 

4 29 Cooper-Wilson writes about the efforts of the 
Silver Shoe Historical Committee to protect and 
restore the Pioneer Cemetery. 

Cooper-Wilson, Jane Executive Order No. 13 6 16 Cooper-Wilson writes about the effort to restore 
the Bethel-Union Pioneer Cemetery in Simcoe 
County. 

Crozier, Clare Abbott, Lincoln and the Canadian 
Connection 

2 1 Crozier writes the biography of Dr. Anderson 
Ruffin Abbott.  Abbott was the first Canadian-born 
Black man to graduate in medicine in Canada and 
lived in Dundas for approximately eight years.  
Crozier also writes about the friendship Dr. Abbott 
developed with U.S. President Abraham Lincoln. 

Deans, Dorothea Heritage Article: Daughter of “Daddy 
Hall” Lived on Pleasure Grounds When 
Wild Animals Roamed 

6 35 This article was first published in 1940 and in it 
Mrs. Elizabeth (Hall) Hornby recollects about her 
father “Daddy” Hall and life in Owen Sound. 

Densmore, Christopher And So Thee Still Thinks of Going to 
Canada Eliza? 

6 27 Densmore writes about the Quaker connection to 
the Underground Railroad. 

Foster, Karin Yesterday’s Ordeal is Today’s 
Adventure 

5 1 Foster writes about a group of cyclists who 
retraced the path of the Underground Railroad 
from Mobile, Alabama to Owen Sound, Ontario. 

Hahne, Debbie The History of the Owen Sound 
Emancipation Day Picnic 

4 12 Hahne discusses the 145 year long history of the 
Owen Sound Emancipation Day Picnic. 

Haigh, Ken Charles Stuart: Abolitionist and Grey 
County Pioneer 

1 15 Haigh presents a biography of abolitionist Charles 
Stuart.  Stuart worked for the British Anti-Slavery 
Society as a public speaker and writer.  He 



eventually retired in Grey County at Lora Bay. 
Hyslop, Joan From Slavery to Freedom: African 

Canadians in Grey County – Artefact 
Highlights 

6 5 Hyslop describes various artifacts relating to Black 
history that are on display at Grey Roots Museum 
and Archives. 

Hyslop, Joan Guide to the Underground Railroad 
Sampler Quilt 

5 28 Hyslop provides images and explanations of 
different quilt block patterns with symbolism that 
relates to the Underground Railroad.  

James, Kathleen The Missing Pages in Canadian History 1  This poem is about the aspects of black history 
often ignored in mainstream Canadian history.   

Jackson, Terri Greenwood Cemetery “A Land for the 
Living” 

6 11 Jackson writes about the Greenwood Cemetery in 
Owen Sound where many Black pioneers were 
interred. 

Jackson, Terri Roots of Freedom Project 5 5 Jackson writes about his involvement in “The 
Roots of Freedom Project” and its research on 
Grey County’s historic Black community. 

Johnson-deMatteis, 
Bonita 

Celebrating Our Black History: Owen 
Sound’s Black History Cairn 

4 17 This article discusses the meaning behind Owen 
Sound’s Black History Cairn. 

Kennedy, Greta Chronology of a Black Canadian: Percy 
Rodrigues 

5 35 Kennedy expands on the obituary of Black 
Canadian Film and TV Actor Percy Rodrigues. 

Kennedy, Greta Early Black Settlement in Normanby 
Township 

2 7 Kennedy examines land grants, census records, 
assessment rolls, and marriage records for 
documentation of the early black settlers in 
Normanby Township. 

Kennedy, Greta The Life and Times of Florence Averill 
Allen Hobbs 

4 19 Kennedy provides a biography of Florence Averill 
Allen Hobbs. 

Mann, Donna 
(Goodwin) 

Pat Johnson: Seeker of Truth 2 4 Donna Mann writes about her childhood memories 
of Pat Johnson.  Johnson, a former slave, lived a 
solitary life in Wellington County in the 1940s and 
was known as a fortune teller. 

McGirr, Isabelle C. Thrilling Story of Escape of Louis Craig, 
Southern Slave, into Grey County 

4 26  McGirr tells the story of the Craig family who 
settled in Glenelg township circa 1850-1860.  



Louis Craig was an escaped slave and his wife 
was a white woman. 

McLean-Wilson, Clare Town Crier 3 5 This article is about John (Daddy) Hall and 
describes his duties as Town Crier. 

McLean-Wilson, Clare A Triumph of Will 3 7 McLean-Wilson writes about Owen Sound 
resident Marisse Scott.  Scott was refused 
enrollment into the nursing program in Owen 
Sound in 1946 due to her race.  Scott told her 
story of injustice and continued to study nursing in 
Guelph.  Her story helped changed admission 
policy throughout Canada. 

McMullen, Stephanie From Slavery to Freedom: African 
Canadians in Grey County 

2 13 McMullen provides a short introduction of various 
Black citizens and their contributions to the early 
settlement of the Owen Sound community.   

Meyler, Peter Daddy Hall’s Incredible Story Through 
the Years 

3 1 Meyler provides several primary source 
newspaper articles on Owen Sound resident John 
(Daddy) Hall and examines some of the 
inaccuracies of these articles. 

Meyler, Peter Finding Black History in Grey County 6 1 Meyler describes numerous historic sites located 
in Grey County and provides information on many 
important families who have lived in the area. 

Naismith, Emma Scott Saintly Old “Father” Miller 4 24 Naismith writes about her childhood memories of 
Owen Sound resident “Father” Miller.  Miller came 
to Owen Sound before the American Civil War. 

Niall, Paula They Came This Way 4 1 Niall looks at the legislation and historical events 
that helped or hindered fugitive slaves making 
their escape to Canada.  

Norquay, Naomi America’s Instrument: A Short History of 
the Banjo (Part One) 

4 34 Norquay provides information on the history of the 
banjo in North America and its relation to both 
white settler and Black musical tradition.   

Norquay, Naomi “Dig Where You Stand”: Challenging the 
Myth of the “White Pioneer” 

1 1 Norquay challenges the myth of the white pioneer 
by exploring the history of black settlers in the 



Artemesia Township region.  She gives examples 
of how local history has erased the contributions 
of black settlers in the region and the current 
attempt to uncover the lost history of the lives of 
black Canadians in Artemesia in order to achieve 
a more richer and accurate context to place the 
white pioneer.   

Norquay, Naomi Joan McNabb: Dramatizing a “Small 
Part” of the History of the Underground 
Railroad 

3 33 Norquay writes about Joan McNabb and her 
dramatization of abolitionist Catherine Coffin. 

Pickell, E.A. A Vanishing Colony 3 8 This article, written in 1913, contains Pickell’s 
reflections of the black Canadians settled along 
the Durham Road.   

Plante, Lisa Black History Education Programming 
at Grey Roots Museum & Archives ~ An 
Interview with Lisa Plante, Heritage 
Interpretation 

6 8 Plante describes the Black History programming 
that the Grey Roots Museum provides.   

Smardz, Karolyn Memorializing Toronto’s Underground 
Railroad 

1 22 Smardz describes two different projects that relate 
to Toronto’s African American immigrant heritage 
and the Underground Railroad.  The first is an 
exhibit “The Underground Railroad, Next Stop, 
Freedom!” that appeared at the Royal Ontario 
Museum.  The second describes two plaquing 
ceremonies that marked the beginning and end of 
Thornton and Lucie Blackburn’s trip on the 
Underground Railroad in Louisville, Kentucky and 
Toronto, Ontario.   

Tessier, Pamela  L. The Davenport Family: Simcoe County 
Pioneers 

4 31 Tessier writes about the contributions the 
Davenport family has made to Simcoe County. 

Unknown Heritage Article: Former Slave’s 
Daughter, Elizabeth (Hall) Hornby, 96, 

5 15 In this interview Elizabeth (Hall) Hornby speaks of 
her childhood memories of the American Civil War 



Born in Owen Sound and life in Owen Sound.  She also tells the story of 
her fathers escape from slavery. 

Unknown Heritage Article: Old Age: Daddy Hall’s 
Three Century Span 

6 33 This article first appeared in the Owen Sound 
Times in 1897 and focuses on the life of Daddy 
Hall. 

Unknown Heritage Article: Presque Isle 5 19 This article, written sometime between the mid 
1870s and mid 1890s, tells of an excursion and 
picnic to Presque Isle commemorating the 
emancipation from slavery.   

Unknown Heritage Article: Mrs. E. Wellwood Dies 
in Hospital Early Sunday A.M. 

5 21 This article, published in 1952, tells of the death of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Wellwood who died at the age of 
75.    

Unknown Tragedy of “Nellie Gray” Linked with 
Owen Sound Colony of Escaped Slaves 

3 11 This article gives background to the song “Darling 
Nellie Gray” and links it to a planned escape from 
Pennsylvania to Owen Sound.   

 
 


