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AAs the year comes to a close here at Grey s the year comes to a close here at Grey 
Roots we can look back with pride at what Roots we can look back with pride at what 

we have accomplished in 2011, what a great we have accomplished in 2011, what a great 
year it has been for us. year it has been for us. 

To all of our dedicated volunteers and members To all of our dedicated volunteers and members 
thank you for your continued support and thank thank you for your continued support and thank 
you for being part of Grey Roots! To our newest you for being part of Grey Roots! To our newest 
members welcome and we look forward to members welcome and we look forward to 

seeing you, and know that you will enjoy the many benefits offered to seeing you, and know that you will enjoy the many benefits offered to 
our members.our members.

Looking ahead to the new year we are very excited to open a new Looking ahead to the new year we are very excited to open a new 
exhibit for all those Elvis lovers out there, exhibit for all those Elvis lovers out there, Elvis: Grace & GritElvis: Grace & Grit. This . This 
exhibit will present never-before-seen images and authentic artefacts exhibit will present never-before-seen images and authentic artefacts 
of the King of Rock himself! I’m looking forward to the opening event, of the King of Rock himself! I’m looking forward to the opening event, 
which will showcase the talents of Peter Irwin, a winner at the popular which will showcase the talents of Peter Irwin, a winner at the popular 
Elvis Festival held annually in Collingwood.  I hope to see you there!Elvis Festival held annually in Collingwood.  I hope to see you there!

We are also getting ready the annual Black History Month celebrations We are also getting ready the annual Black History Month celebrations 
in February, the launch of our ninth volume of Northern Terminus and in February, the launch of our ninth volume of Northern Terminus and 

March Break KidsCamp.  Before we know it, spring will be upon us and March Break KidsCamp.  Before we know it, spring will be upon us and 
the maple will be flowing again at the Maple Syrup Festival on March the maple will be flowing again at the Maple Syrup Festival on March 
24.24.

We are proud to announce that the Grey Roots original exhibit, We are proud to announce that the Grey Roots original exhibit, The The 
Good PeopleGood People, created in cooperation with elder Basil Johnston, was a , created in cooperation with elder Basil Johnston, was a 
finalist in the Canadian Museum Association’s finalist in the Canadian Museum Association’s History Alive! Award of History Alive! Award of 
Excellence for History in MuseumsExcellence for History in Museums. Grey Roots is very happy to have . Grey Roots is very happy to have 
received this honour and will be attending the award ceremony in received this honour and will be attending the award ceremony in 
December.December.

As we look forward to 2012, we are excited about continuing to bring As we look forward to 2012, we are excited about continuing to bring 
quality programs and exhibits to Grey County and the surrounding quality programs and exhibits to Grey County and the surrounding 
communities. As always, Grey Roots’ success depends on you, the communities. As always, Grey Roots’ success depends on you, the 
community, to support the museum and archives through your community, to support the museum and archives through your 
volunteering, and when possible, your gifts and donations.  This holiday volunteering, and when possible, your gifts and donations.  This holiday 
season, we hope the museum is on your list of places to support and season, we hope the museum is on your list of places to support and 
to visit - we welcome your presence and wish you and your families a to visit - we welcome your presence and wish you and your families a 
happy holiday season!happy holiday season!

Grey Roots:Grey Roots: History Lives Here! History Lives Here!

Grey Matter

Th ere is a privacy about it which no other season gives you.... In spring , summer and fall people 
sort of have an open season on each other; only in the winter, in the country, can you have 

longer, quiet stretches when you can savor belonging to yourself.
 

~Ruth Stout

From the ManagerFrom the Manager
Brian Manser, Grey Roots Museum & ArchivesBrian Manser, Grey Roots Museum & Archives
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Grey Roots Exhibits & Events
December 2011
December 3, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. – 4th Annual Holiday Craft Sale
December 10, 4 - 8 p.m. – Moreston by Candlelight 
December 17, 1 - 5 p.m. – Holiday Family Fun Afternoon
December 24 - January 2, 2012 – Grey Roots closed

January 2012
January 3 – Grey Roots re-opens after Holiday Break
January 10 – Last day for Pearls & Politics 
January 20, 7 p.m. – EXHIBIT OPENING for Elvis: Grace & Grit
January 28 – Last day for New Acquisitions 2010 & 2011

February 2012
February 1 – Opening day for From Slavery to Freedom
February 3 – P.D. Day Adventures: 1920s School Days 
February 4, 1:30 and 3 p.m. – Black History Film Festival
February 11, 1:30 and 3 p.m. – Black History Film Festival
February 18, 1:30 and 3 p.m. – Black History Film Festival
February 20 – FAMILY DAY activities
February 25 – Black History Event and launch of Northern 
Terminus Journal Volume 9

March 2012
March 10, 13-17 – March Break Family Activities
March 12-16 – March Break KidsCamp: World Celebrations 
March 20, 2:30 p.m. – WWI Lecture Series #1
March 24 – Maple Syrup Festival du sirop d’érable
March 27, 2:30 p.m. – WWI Lecture Series #2 
March 28 – Early Dismissal Activities

The Grey CountyThe Grey County

G a l l e r yG a l l e r y
Ongoing

ON NOW

Open until January 10, 2012

Pearls & Politics:Grey County’s Women of Distiction

OngoingOOO ii

The Good People
 Know Our Stories,,Know Us

Do you want to help save paper
by receiving your copy of Grey Matter

by email?  Please contact
lara.javalyn@greyroots.com to let us know!

Don’t forget that our reciprocal membership agreement 
entitles Grey Roots members to free admission at Bruce 
County Museum & Cultural Centre!

UPCOMING

Open until January 28, 2012

New AquisitionsNew Aquisitions(2010 & 2011)(2010 & 2011)

Visit most Th ursdays aft er 1:30 p.m. when our wonderful 
volunteers are on hand to demonstrate the Linotype machine 
- what a cool thing to see! Take home your name cast in lead! Ongoing

Nels Maher Print Shopss a e t
Visit most Th ursdays aft er 1:30 p.m. when our wonderful 

volunteers are on hand to demonstrate the Linotype machine 
- what a cool thing to see! Take home your name cast in lead!

Open until May 9, 2012OOOOOOpOpOOppenenenennnn uuuuuuuu ttttntnttntnttttttililililililiiilii MMMMMMMMMMaayayaayay 999999999999, , , 22202020202020202001111
Th e Lost Regiments
 of Grey County

Opens January 20, 2012

Opens February 1, 2012

From Slavery to Freedom: 
African-Canadians in Grey County

Find the Elvis,
win a prize!

s,
Elvis impersonators have invaded 
Grey Matter! Send an e-mail to 
lara.javalyn@greyroots.com with 
the page # and location of all 
FIVE Elvises - not including the 
one on this page! One winner will 
be drawn on January 20, 2012 
from all correct entries.



4th Annual Holiday Craft Fair
Saturday, December 3, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Come browse the works of local artists and craftspeople with a wide range of 
handmade items: jewellery, pottery, decorative items, candles, paintings, leather 
goods, family histories, knitting, weaving, baked goods and more. Also, enjoy 
refreshments, holiday music and a movie! Admission to the Craft Show is free. 
Regular admission rates otherwise apply.

FeaturedFeatured  Holiday Events
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MorestonMoreston by  by CandlelightCandlelight
Saturday, December 10, 4-8 p.m.
The Holiday Season is a time steeped in tradition, a time when families gather together to enjoy the customs we all hold dear. For 
many, a visit to Moreston by Candlelight has become a part of their family traditions.

If your family has not yet discovered this magical event, why not make this the year you begin a new tradition? Join us on Saturday, 
December 10, 2011 from 4 p.m. until 8 p.m., when Moreston Heritage Village opens its doors to welcome holiday visitors.

Travel back to simpler times with a visit to the 1850s Log Cabin. Warm yourself by the fire burning in the big old Irish-style fireplace 
while reminiscing of days-gone-by with our costumed volunteers. Travel to the 1880s Log House and enjoy a homemade cookie 
while learning about the new custom of sending and receiving Christmas Cards. Visit the more opulent era of the 1920s Farmhouse 
and warm up with a cup of hot apple cider; the new mail order catalogue has brought a treasure trove of shopping opportunities 
to rural Canada and Christmas will never be quite the same. The 1920s Schoolhouse will be all a-glow as well, ready to 
host an old fashioned Christmas Concert. The mechanics in the Blue Water Garage will be toasty warm by their 
woodstove and will be happy to show you their latest automotive project.  Stop by and watch the 
smithies in the George Rice Blacksmith Shop as they demonstrate their amazing forging 
skills. Top off your visit with a ride through Moreston on a horse-drawn sleigh. 

Come to Moreston Heritage Village at Grey Roots Museum 
& Archives to experience the sights, smells, and 
music of Christmas as it used to be. 
History Lives Here! 

Holiday Family Fun DayHoliday Family Fun Day
Saturday, December 17, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Looking for a way to escape the hustle and bustle with your family this 
holiday season? On Saturday, December 17 bring your family on down to 
Grey Roots for a day full of holiday movies, crafts, games and refreshments. 
Explore our exhibits with your family as they complete a scavenger hunt, 
and be sure to visit the multipurpose room to make a craft or play a family-
friendly game. 

For a complete schedule of the day, please check our website after 
December 1, or call 519-376-3690 ex. 6128 for more details. Regular 
admission rates apply. Members as always are free!
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Featured  

MARCH BREAK KIDSCAMP! 
W  e have been hard at work 

researching the wildest, the 
craziest, and the most entertaining 
celebrations and festivals from around 
the world and through time.

On Monday, ring in the New Year with 
us all day long! Don’t blink, or you might 
miss the cheese when it starts rolling on 
Tuesday when we look at festivals and 
celebrations in the United Kingdom. 
On Wednesday join us as we look at the 
diff erent seasons and what fun things 
people do to celebrate them. Watch out 
for fl ying popcorn and tug o’ war on 
Thursday when KidsCamp takes a look 
at harvest festivals. We saved the best 
for last! On Friday we will look at how 
Halloween is celebrated around the 

world from Mexico’s All Souls Day, to 
Germany’s Martinisingen. Don’t forget 
your costume! 

KidsCamp is for children aged 5-12. 
Registration forms are already available 
online and at our front desk for this week 
of jam-packed excitement! Don’t miss 
out on this amazing camp! Single day 
enrollment will open March 1, 2012.

Grey Roots KidsCamp: so much fun they 
won’t know they’re learning.

Too old for KidsCamp and looking for 
volunteer hours? Contact our volunteer 
coordinator, Stephanie McMullen 519-
376-3690 ex. 6107, for information about 
becoming a Grey Roots Junior Interpreter!

Festival du Sirop d’Érable

10th Annual 

Maple Syrup Festival
Presented by the Jardin des Découvertes Educational and Cultural Centre

in co-operation with Grey Roots Museum & Archives and Saint-Dominique-Savio School

Saturday, March 24, 2012
8 a.m. - 12 p.m. at Grey Roots

Festival admission:
Adults $8, Seniors $6

Kids (5-12) $4
Children under 5 are free!

Pancake Breakfast:
Pancakes, maple syrup, sausages, 

homemade feves au lard, 
& coffee, tea, or hot cocoa!

Adults $5, Kids $3

10th Annual 

Maple Syrup Festival
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Since the inception of Grey County, military men of our area 
have played a role in protecting the freedoms and liberties 

we have all come to expect living in Canada. Grey Roots’ newest 
in-house exhibit, The Lost Regiments of Grey County, pays honour 
to these men.

Beginning in the 1860s, militia groups were formed to protect 
against possible invasion by Irish nationalists known as the 
Fenians. Fortunately, none of those raids ever took place in our 
area, however, a strong military force was established giving 
Grey County citizens a sense of peace and security.  

When Great Britain declared war against Germany on August 4, 
1914, the young men of Grey County were eager to sign up. It was 
thought that the war would not last long and would provide an 
opportunity for adventure and travel. As history played itself out, 
people soon realized this was to be a long and tragic campaign. 
Many of those once eager brave young soldiers lost their lives, or 
returned home forever changed. 

The Lost Regiments of Grey County remembers these men and tells 
their stories, while also explaining how a military foundation was 
laid in Grey County in the decades leading up to the Great War. 
Beautifully-designed text panels and artwork, complimented by 
dozens of artefacts dating from 1860 through 1920 create an 
exhibit which weaves Grey County specifi c history together with 
the larger world history.  Many artefacts are from the Grey Roots 
collections, and many are also on loan from other museums and 
interested public members.  We are indebted to Mr. George Auer, 
our Exhibit Advisor on this project, for liaising with community 
groups and providing artefacts and original archival material.

Our hope is that this exhibit will encourage the public to bring 
forth more stories, artefacts and archival items, thus ensuring 
they will not be lost forever in time.  A visit to The Lost Regiments 
of Grey County is an ideal way to learn more of the County of 
Grey’s stories and pay respect to those who gave so much. 

New Aquisitions Exhibit closes January 28, 2012
Mindy Bowls, Collections Manager

Th e Lost Regiments of Grey County
Susan Martin, Heritage Interpretation

If you haven’t been able to check out the New 

Acquisitions exhibit, we suggest you do so before 

you run out of time! As a teaser, let me tell you a 

little more about one of the objects on display. 

The genuine Thermos brand picnic case (see 

picture at right) dates back to the 1920s and is 

green painted sheet steel with a leather handle. It 

contains: five place settings of forks, knives, spoons 

and enamelware plates; three thermos vacuum 

containers accompanied by cups that feature 

detachable handles; salt and pepper shakers, kept 

in the lid; and brass boxes that would have held 

foodstuffs. A combination corkscrew and can opener 

round out the set. Come in and check it out before 

all these artefacts go back into the Collection!
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Febr uary is 
Black History Month
Documentary Film Festival
In appreciation of our rich Black heritage, local and 
beyond. Films play every Saturday*, throughout 
February at 1:30 p.m. and 3 p.m.  Catch a diff erent 
documentary every Saturday. All fi lms are free 
with admission.

February 4 – Speakers for the Dead
February 11 – Journey to Justice
February 18 – Th e Dresden Story

Grey County Black History Event & Northern Terminus Journal Vol. 9
February 25, 9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Th e Emancipation Festival presents the Grey County Black History Event at Grey Roots. Everyone is welcome to att end 
this day of shared learning, historical enquiry and music. Admission to the event is $25, and includes lunch and other 
refreshments. Watch the event listing at greyroots.com for a form to register. Volume 9 of Northern Terminus: Th e 
African-Canadian History Journal is also being launched. Copies of Volume 9 and earlier volumes will be available to buy.

Hopes for Freedom School Program
Available ONLY in February!
Th is program will give students a clearer understanding of the 
early role Canada played in the enslavement of Black people 
and how the introduction of the British Emancipation Act 
changed Canada into a place of hope and freedom for escaped 
fugitives.
Grades 2 & 3 will hear the story of Henry’s Freedom Box and get a chance to go into  
 a box like the one featured in the story.

Older grades will hear about the life newly fr eed slaves made for themselves, play the  
 Hope for Freedom board game, and view the fi lm Voice of the Fugitive.

What’s coming to Grey Roots this summer? 
It’s elementary, dear reader!

Sherlock Holmes opens May 19, 2012

This holiday season, 
give a gift they’ll love 

ALL YEAR LONG!

Membership has its priveleges at 
Grey Roots:

• FREE admission for one year
• FREE general admission to the Bruce

County Museum & Cultural Centre
• Invitations to exhibit openings
• Subscription to Grey Matter
• Discounts at the Grey Roots Gift Shop 

and on Grey Roots Programming
• Discounts on facility rentals

Membership is easy to give! Call 
Grey Roots at 519-376-3690 and a 
staff member can send your gift 
membership, or hold it for pickup at 
your convenience. Happy Holidays!

hi h lid

lier volumes will be available
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This past summer, the archives received a 1935 diary, 
which had been found in a used book sale in Southern 

Ontario.  The woman who purchased it went to the trouble 
of looking up where the author “Erskine Brown,” lived 
and brought her family, and the diary, on a long distance 
donation visit to Grey Roots. 
 
James Erskine Horton Brown was born on March 17, 
1892, at Lot 12, Concession 6, in Derby Township, Grey 
County.  His parents were Samuel Horton Brown (a farmer) 
and the former Miss Jessie Melissa Fleming.  In the 1901 
census of Derby Twp., Erskine is listed as “James E. Brown”. 
He attended S.S.#2 Derby School (Dunn’s School), where 
four generations of Browns were educated. In addition to 
farming in his youth, Erskine also attended Owen Sound’s 
Northern Business College, but only in the winter months. 
Erskine married Miss Nellie Henderson. Circa 1917, he and 
Nellie resided at his family’s farm. The diary records the 
daily activities of Erskine & Nellie, and mentions some of 
their neighbours. It is a concise glimpse of farm life in Grey 
County during the Great Depression.  
 
Nellie passed away in 1940. In 1948, Erskine married his 
second wife, Jean L. Malcolmson (b. 1907-d. 1966), and 
the couple built a fi ne herd of Holstein cattle.  In May of 
1959, the Browns retired from the family farm and moved 
to Thornbury, Ontario. There, Erskine further developed his 
hobbies of collecting old Canadian glass, and carving farm-
related folk art pieces.  These carvings were nostalgic of the 
equipment and animals he recalled from his youth on the 
farm. The National Museum at Ottawa (now the Canadian 
Museum of Civilization) obtained 22 of his carvings. The 

Grey Roots collection 
and the Meaford 
Museum also have a 
number of his pieces. 
Erskine died in 1981 
and is buried at 
Greenwood Cemetery 
in Owen Sound.

PF415S1I1  Grey 

Roots Archival 

Collection

Artefact Focus:
Farmer and Folk Artist - Erskine Brown
Joan Hyslop, Registrar
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2011/12 Teacher’s Guide Now Available!
Grey Roots off ers interactive, hands-on programs for all grade levels throughout 
the school year. Consult our Teacher’s Guide for suggestions on how our 
programs tie in with the Ontario School Curriculum for your class.

Download your free copy from our website or contact us for a printed copy.
www.greyroots.com/teachersguide

Did you know that teachers always get free admission to Grey 

Roots? Just show your Ontario College of Teachers membership 

card at the front desk!

For more information or to book your class trip, call the 
Teacher’s Hotline at 519-376-5140 ext. 6112
or email programs@greyroots.com.
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Moreston Heritage Village - Volunteer Profiles

Bill and Judy came to Grey Roots last winter, 
after retiring from work in Toronto at York 
University and Seneca College respectively.  
They were looking to get involved with 
Grey Roots’ Collections department, but as 

they are open-minded and easy-
going people, over the past year 
they have become involved in 
everything from helping with 
exhibit changes and special 
events, to serving in the Log 
House and the Bluewater Garage 
in Moreston Heritage Village.  
They have been an invaluable 
resource in Collections as well, 
having special knowledge of 

certain aspects of the Collection, such as telephones.  They are 
fun, knowledgeable and dependable.  Judy is very sweet and 
kind, and Bill is smart and funny, with a marvelously dry sense 
of humour.  We love having them here!  As for their take on 
volunteering at Grey Roots, they say:

“We both love history and antiques, so our decision to volunteer 
together at the museum was an easy one.  New to Grey Bruce, we 
were looking for a way to meet new people and further explore the 
area.  At the museum we found just that – a place where we can 
learn new things, enjoy and admire all the artefacts (both strange 
and wonderful), as well as meeting and interacting with staff , other 
volunteers, and visitors to the museum.  Oh, the stories people have 
shared!  We enjoy the time together and both feel there is strength 
and value in contributing to your community, which in turn has 
provided us such invaluable experiences.  We highly recommend it!”

Amy and Laura Rebel have 
been with the village volunteer 
program since its inception in 
2008.  They are experts in the Log 
Cabin and Farm House, bringing 
both of them “to life” for visitors 
each summer.  Their interpretive 
work in the village is very special 
for them and for visitors, as people 
see a mother and daughter work 
together, and hear about life 
for both adults and children in 
the diff erent time periods.  They 

are very natural, reliable and supportive people to work with, and 
visitors love them!   

Amy has also volunteered at various special events, and been 
a valued Junior Interpreter with the KidsCamp program during 

the last two summers.  She is gentle and kind, but always fun and 
enthusiastic.  

Laura and Amy are terrifi c volunteers, and their family bond is strong 
and sweet.  They work well together, and we love having them here!  
Amy recounts how they got involved at Grey Roots, and why they 
continue to return, despite their busy schedules:

“On a trip to Grey Roots about 5 years ago, we had picked up an 
application form to volunteer in the village. I was so excited, but my 
mom was a bit reluctant due to her work schedule, but at last she 
agreed and so we began volunteering together in the Farmhouse and 
the Log Cabin. 

When we started, we received training about the village and learnt a 
lot about our local history. We’re still learning lots today from the other 
volunteers and people coming to visit the village and we really enjoy 
spending time together. “
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Amy and Laura Rebel

Bill & Judy Christen
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Paige Linner is 18 
years old and attends 
West Hill Secondary 
School. This is her fi rst 
time doing co-op and 
she loves it! She picked 
Grey Roots Museum 
and Archives because 
she wants to go on and 
take Classical Studies 
and Museum Management in university. “The 
people at Grey Roots are the nicest people you 
will ever meet! They took me under their wing 
and helped me with the huge learning curve that 
accompanies this placement!” Grey Roots is the 
ideal location for a high school co-op placement! 
It provides students with a glimpse into every 
aspect involved in running a museum. Students 
get to experience setting up exhibits, running 
educational programs, handling artefacts, giving 
tours and even exploring and maintaining 
Moreston Heritage Village.

Aimee Rasmussen 
I am a Grade 13 student 
at St. Mary’s High School. 
This semester my co-
op placement is with 
Heritage Interpretation 
at Grey Roots Museum 
and Archives. This co-
op placement is a great 
opportunity to learn 
about the history of this area and to be a part of 
a team practising service excellence. Everyone 
here is great to work with. Once fi nished 
this school year I will be going away to study 
Hospitality Management.  In my spare time I 
enjoy travelling, playing soccer and, hanging 
out with family and friends.

Daniel Barnard is a 
Business Administration 
- Accounting (Co-op) 
student at Conestoga 
College. He will 
be helping in the 
Collections department 
for six weeks preping 
for winter, digitizing the 
collection, and creating 
a pod exhibit in the Grey County Gallery. 

Daniel has been hired on with the assistance of a 
Young Canada Works in Heritage grant through 
the department of Canadian Heritage.

Welcome Daniel, we hope you enjoy your time 
with us at Grey Roots!

Fall Students at Grey Roots

“ h d b f ll
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As a donor, or potential donor, you may be wondering, “What 
happens to your objects once they are accepted into the 

collection”? As an example, let’s follow the path of a wedding dress 
after the decision has been made to collect it. 

The registration paperwork is completed; this includes the deed of 
gift, which transfers ownership of the item to Grey Roots. The item 
is then affi  xed with an accession number. With a wedding dress, the 
number will be written on a small piece of fabric tape and sewn into 
the inside of the collar or neckline. 

Next, the cataloguing process begins. This includes speaking to the 
donor about the history of the object. We search the internet or the 
archives for information about the family that used the item. Then a 
careful examination of the object to determine its condition and the 
materials from which it is made. In the case of a wedding dress, we 
may search for a wedding certifi cate or photos from the event. The 
registering and cataloguing process takes about an hour per item, 
more if the item is complicated or has a well-documented history.

If an item needs cleaning or a basic repair, it will happen at this time. 
We then take a photograph of the object. A wedding dress will be 
placed on a form so that we can have a good idea of the shape, size 
and draping of the dress. This can be a two-person job.

Next is storage. For a textile, like the wedding dress, the item will 
be gently stuff ed with acid free tissue, to help prevent creases.  It is 
then placed inside a textile storage box, sometimes alone but most 
often with other like items.

A very similar process is followed by museums everywhere. It is 
the way the staff  at Grey Roots shows value and respect to your 
treasured items. It also ensures that the history of an object is 
preserved and can be referenced back to that object.

What is the cost of this? 
For an item such as 
a wedding dress the 
process takes around 
two hours of staff  time 
costing anywhere 
from about $22 - $60 
depending on which 
staff  member(s) does the 
processing . The acid free 
materials are purchased 
from a specialized 
archival supplier. A textile 
box costs anywhere from 
$40 - 160 (depending on 
size) and the acid free 
tissue and papers about 
$5 for a wedding dress. 
Therefore, for an item 
such as a wedding dress 
the cost to collect the item is between $67 and $225 and that does 
not include photography equipment, shelving, climate controlled 
storage, computer resources and database software.

Dress donated by the Salvation Army in 1978. 
The material is organdy.

GREY COUNTY, ONTARIO

The                            Report
Heather Molnar, Tourism Specialist

‘Tis the season!  In Tourism, that means snow is coming 
to Grey County and so are the skiers, snowboarders, 

snowmobilers, snowshoers and the young at heart, looking 
for a great way to pass the time while Old Man Winter is in 
town.  We are patiently waiting for that “lake eff ect” snow 
to arrive so the winter trails and ski runs can open up.  Make 
sure you get out to enjoy the Winter Wonderland that is 
Grey County when the snow fl ies.  

The Tourism department is busy this time of year at trade 
shows in the city and Santa Claus parades throughout the 
community.  We are also preparing our marketing for the 
winter season upon us & starting to look ahead to 2012.  

Coming soon is the new Ride Grey Bruce motorcycle map, 
and in early 2012 the new Grey Bruce Escape and Offi  cial 
Grey Bruce Visitor’s Map.  To get your copies, go to visitgrey.
ca/travel-guides.

We would also like to welcome Philly Markowitz to the 
Tourism Team at Grey County.  Philly started  with us as 
Tourism Specialist in late September as Amanda Pausner 
headed off  on maternity leave for a year.  Philly comes from 
Durham, Ontario with previous experience at the Durham 
Art Gallery and before that, she had a long career at CBC 
Radio.  We are very excited to have Philly with us and she 
brings a lot of positive energy & great ideas to the team.  

The Hidden Costs of Collecting
Mindy Bowls, Collections Manager
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As the year comes to a close, we are taking some time to appreciate, celebrate 
and enjoy the outstanding work of Grey Roots volunteers.  They are a 

dedicated, knowledgeable and hard-working group, and everyone benefi ts from 
their active and passionate activities here!

This year we elected to support local cultural organizations in our volunteer 
appreciation activities. On Saturday, October 22, a dozen volunteers attended 
Leslie McCurdy’s special one-woman plays, The Spirit of Harriet Tubman and Things 
My Fore-Sisters Saw.  This presentation was a fundraising event for the Owen Sound 
Emancipation Festival, another great community partner.  Leslie is a magical 
performer, able to take audiences on far-off  adventures with only her voice, a few 
props and her stories. Everyone had a wonderful evening.  On November 23rd, 
almost forty of our volunteers attended a performance of the Owen Sound Little 
Theatre’s The Sound of Music.  The costumes were designed and created by our own 
Val Underwood, and assisted by our talented Joan Spence!  It was a terrifi c evening, 
watching a well-loved story play out before our eyes.  Hats off  to all involved!

Our volunteers will again be hosting a table of quality home-made items at our 
annual Grey Roots Christmas Craft sale on December 3.  While perusing their table, 
enter the draw to win a family pass to the Moreston Christmas Evening event Dec 
10. Many of our village volunteers will be in costume, bundled up against the cold, 
helping make Moreston Christmas Evening a magical trip back in time. 

More fun will be had on December 11, when Grey Roots hosts our volunteer 
Christmas party at the Stone Tree.  This amazing afternoon will be fi lled with 
delicious food, games, good conversation and fun!  Our intrepid new volunteer 
social committee has taken on the task of devising entertaining ways to celebrate 
at the party.  Every day, and especially at this busy time of year, we want you all 

to know how much we appreciate you and enjoy your company.  Volunteers are a 
crucial element of Grey Roots’ success!

As an integral component of Grey Roots, a Village Volunteer Wrap Up session was 
held on November 16.  This is a wonderful opportunity for staff  and volunteers to 
meet to review the past summer season and plan for the future.  A lively discussion 
about the successes and challenges of 2011 ensued, followed by brainstorming 
ideas for 2012.  It is amazing to think that 72 busy volunteers were responsible for 
fi lling 846 shifts in July and August this year, and that 87% of the time, they were 
able to do so.  We are very lucky to have such amazing people, whose interest is 
matched only by their dedication and enthusiasm.  Thousands of Grey Roots visitors 
have enjoyed their village experience because of these incredible volunteers!

Grey Roots’  Volunteer Activities 
Stephanie McMullen, Volunteer Coordinator

August
Cathy & Dave Heyns
Aimee Vereecke & Bryan Dubeau
Tim & Beth Hotchkiss
Rachel Edwards & David Cox
Mark & Linda Schwartz
Paul & Shannon Weitendorf
Andrea & Seann O’Donoughue
Greg & Karin Miller

September
Barbara Sackett
Anne Cathrae
Gae & Ken Trinkwon
Ruth Cathcart
Robert & Tamara Byrne
Betty Perkins
Brian & Norma Rice
Naomi Norquay
Susan & Richard Prowd
Dennis Solomon

Patricia Wallace
The Fletch Family
Michael Lundholm & Cathy Stewart
Stephen Hogbin
Ruth Gorbet
Pat & Bob Capel

October
Mary Lou Watson
Lyle & Isabelle Love
Donna L. Robbins
Andrea & Tim Cox

Carissa Horton & John Jessop
Archie & Ola Bishop
Ruth Nielsen
Pat & Roger Foster
Matthew & Janice Dick
Jacques Girouard

November
Joyce Kobe Magwood
Joan & Torben Hawksbridge
Greta Kennedy
Ruth J. Thomas

Welcome to our new and renewing Members
Stephanie McMullen, Heritage Interpretation As of November 28, 2011
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A National Historic Site 
948 3rd Avenue West, Owen Sound 

Phone: 519-371-0031 
House Decorated from: 

Tues Nov. 15th  to Thurs Dec 22nd 
 

Admission: 
$5 per adult, $4 Seniors/Students, 

$2 per youth, Members FREE! 

Village volunteers Bob Alexander and Al Hay drive the  Moreston Tow Truck 
in the Owen Sound Santa Claus Parade on November 19, 2011



Elvis has entered the building! Elvis has entered the building! 
Join us at Grey Roots and put some swivel in 
your hips as we open the new travelling exhibit, 
Elvis: Grace & Grit. Come in costume or just 
come ready to have fun as you try your hand at 
singing some of Elvis’s iconic songs and sample 
some good old Southern cooking that would 
have made the King proud. Don’t forget to try 
some sweet tea or warm up with a glass of 
wine, as you sit back and listen to our special 
guest Elvis Tribute Artist, Peter Irwin!

You won’t want to miss this
special event with the KING!

January 20 at 7 p.m.


