
 
 

Grey Roots’ first Arbour Day at the Schoolhouse  
   

For Immediate Release – April 27, 2009 
 
There will be much excitement at replica S.S.#1 Derby Schoolhouse on Friday, May 1, 2009 as 
the first Arbour Day will be celebrated.   
 
Two classes from Derby Community School and their teachers will join with many Schoolhouse 
Project volunteers, retired teachers of Grey County, and Grey Roots staff to begin the new story 
of the almost-ready schoolhouse. Beginning at 10:00 a.m., they will engage in painting rocks to 
be used in garden trimming, planting trees and shrubs in the front yard, preparing and planting 
flowerbeds, and tidying up the new schoolyard. After an outdoor lunch, the time capsule, which 
will include children’s stories about a school day at Derby, will be presented for the site, a 
museum tour will be enjoyed, and the students will be challenged to an old-fashioned ball game 
by the volunteers. As the students leave at 2:30, they will leave behind a new page in the history 
of replica SS#1 Derby, that of taking part in its first Arbour Day 2009. 
 
During the time of one-room schoolhouses, Arbour Day was held on the first of May, or the first 
Friday of May.  On this day students and teachers worked together to clean the schoolyard, and 
often the school inside, do spring planting, have lunch together, and then spend the remainder of 
the day in organized play activities.  
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About Grey Roots Museum & Archives: Grey Roots Museum & Archives has grown and 
developed into a unique facility from the County Museum's beginning in 1955 and the later 
establishment of a County Archives in 2000 in order to promote and preserve the heritage of Grey 
County.  With the consolidation of the Grey County Museum, Grey County Archives, and Tourism 
in 2004, Grey Roots has become a multi-faceted attraction. Innovative and informative 
interpretive programs and demonstrations, rotating exhibits, a heritage village, archival resources 
and superior customer service come together to create an exciting and educational visitor 
experience. 
 

 
Grey Roots Museum & Archives 
102599 Grey Road 18, RR 4, Owen Sound N4K 5N6 519.376.3690   www.greyroots.com    
 
For further information contact: 
 
Pat Farrar, Chair, Schoolhouse Steering Committee 
519-376-1542 
 
Petal Furness, Heritage Interpretation Supervisor, Grey Roots Museum & Archives 
519-376-3690, ext. 126  pfurness@greyroots.com  
 


